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DEDICATION 


to  the  numerous  lovers  of  truth  and  of 
humanity — many  who  have  lived  and  acted, 
and  many  who  still  live  and  act  for  the 
good  of  mankind — and  to  the  many  earn- 
est aspirants  and  workers  for  true  manly 
positions  among  men  in  their  native  land, 
yet  are  side-tracked  and  crushed  univer- 
sally, is  this  picture  of  serious  truth 
dedicated,  by  a  lover  of  truth. 

The  Author. 


PREFACE 


It  is  to  assist  in  giving  light  to  many  who  are 
striving  to  solve,  what  some  have  chosen  to  call 
a  problem,  that  I  submit  these  facts  for  the 
people,  to  the  people,  about  this  peculiar  people. 
I  seek  to  injure  no  one.  I  desire  to  strengthen 
the  weak,  at  the  expense  of  a  picture  of  some 
erring.  In  doing  this  I  am  aware  of  my  doom. 
The  world's  history  has  long  taught  me  to  know 
the  penalty  awaiting  new  exponents  of  the  truth, 
who  are  lovers  of  their  neighbors. 

Those  who  may  choose  to  read  this  simple 
statement  of  mine,  need  not,  I  prefer  them  not 
to  believe  my  words,  until  they  have  investigated 
and  learned  the  facts ;  until  they  find  out  the 
whole  truth. 

Be  fair  as  I  have  been  fair,  and  we  will  agree 
in  a  common  fairness. 

JAMES  T.  STILL. 
82  West  Cedar  Street, 
Boston,  Mass. 

December  31, 1888. 


LIGHT  OUT  OF  DARKNESS. 


In  these  days  of  problems,  these  days 
when  it  is  yet  said  :  "  Lo  !  the  poor  Indian  ; 
Avhat  shall  we  do  with  him?"  In  these 
times,  when  so  many  are  saying:  "What 
shall  we  do  to  stop  the  ravages  of  intem- 
perance?" "How  shall  we  adjust  the 
disaffection  between  employer  and  em- 
ployed ? "  "  How  can  we  reconcile  the  in- 
terests of  the  laborer  and  the  capitalist  ? " 
"  How  shall  we  remove  the  Mormon  can- 
cer?" "Is  it  just  and  fair  to  proscribe  the 
Chinaman,  while  a  multitudinous  crowd  of 
exiles  and  refugees  are  hourly  flooding  our 
country,  and  disseminating  their  ideas  of 
freedom,  of  anarchy,  of  communism  and  of 
socialism  "  ?  In  this  hour,  when  the  ques- 
tion :  "Shall  the  State  control  the  Church, 
or  shall  the  Church  rule  the  State  ?  "  to  many 
the  darkest  question,  the  blackest  problem 
to  be  solved  is  :  "What  shall  be  done  with 
the  Negro  ?  " 

I    think,    before    attempting    to    offer    a 
simple  prescription  for  the  many,  or  either 


of  these  terrible  diseases  afflicting  Columbia, 
before  attempting  to  solve  or  settle  either  of 
these  apparently  serious  and  very  aggrava- 
ting and  difficult  questions,  it  is  natural, 
and  it  may  be  proper,  for  us  to  remember^ 
at  least,  who  are  Americans  ;  to  remember 
what  our  form  of  government  is,  or  claims 
to  be ;  to  remember  from  whence  sprung 
our  right  to  a  title  to  the  country  ;  to  not 
forget  the  religious  fervor  of  the  fore- 
fathers, and  to  keep  in  view  the  real  picture 
of  the  blood-stained  hills,  valleys,  plains 
and  forests  that  were  washed  with  the  sweat 
of  the  early  settlers,  who  toiled  so  labo- 
riously for  their  families  that  they  might 
not  be  worse  than  infidels. 

Also  mio-ht  we  with  advantage  o^ive  ear 
and  listen  to  the  cries,  not  yet  died  away, 
the  cries  of  yesterday,  from  the  poor  Afri- 
can when  thrown  overboard  through  the 
"  middle  passage " ;  and  his  cries  still  re- 
echoing, uttered  while  in  servile  bondage  so 
many  long  years,  under  the  lash  and  beneath 
oppressive  toil,  and  the  boastful  attitude  of 
liis  oppressors  and  defamers. 

I  say,  in  particular,  it  is  well,  I  think, 
for  the  negro,  not  yet  to  forget  his  low  es- 
tate, and  for  the  white  man  to  remember  who 
was  the  originator  of  the  negro  among  us. 


In  reviewing  American  history,  it  may  be 
well  also,  at  least  not  out  of  place,  for  us 
all  to  catechize  ourselves ;  in  our  secret 
souls  do  we  not  do  it,  in  regard  to  the  true 
aim  of  life. 

Is  there  such  a  thing  as  a  brotherhood  of 
man?  Is  there  truly,  after  all,  an  omni- 
potent, omniscient,  omnipresent  Spirit,  who 
has  decreed  unto  man  :  "  Thus  far  shalt  thou 
come  and  no  farther." 

Do  we  actually  and  sincerely  believe  in 
a  God  who  is  just,  impartial,  all-wise  and 
all-powerful,  unto  whom  all  humanity  is  now 
and  forever  more,  and  ever  has  been,  re- 
sponsible for  the  deeds  done  in  the  body  and 
the  thouo;hts  wrousfht  into  action  ? 

If  we  do  7iot  believe  in  a  supernatural, 
a  supreme  Ruler  overseeing  mankind,  giving 
us  free-will  to  obey  or  to  reject  His  laws,  to 
regulate  our  conduct  toward  Him,  toward 
ourselves  and  toward  each  other,  toward  our 
neighbor,  toward  our  brother,  toward  man 
and  man ; — If  it  be  a  fact  that  there  is  no 
such  Power  or  Being  to  whom  all  are  re- 
sponsible, then  how  natural  and  right  it 
may  be  for  the  stronger  to  oppress  the 
weaker,  for  the  powerful  to  subjugate  the 
helpless,  for  nation  to  swallow  up  nation, 
and  for  the  conqueror  to  become  master  and 
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live  at  tiie  expense  of  the  vanquished  and 
subjected. 

After  all,  if  this  be  an  established  fact^ 
it  may  be  right,  it  may  be  just^  for  dis- 
aifected  observers  of  riches  and  comforts  of 
others  to  fall  upon  them  and  to  divide  their 
spoils,  to  distribute  the  wealth  and  posses- 
sions of  their  neighbors  and  their  brotliers, 
and  appropriate  them  to  suit  their  selfish 
and  covetous  desires, — If  such  be  the  case, 
these  various  problems  in  America  will,  ulti- 
mately, in  no  very  remote  period,  the  signs 
of  the  times  indicate,  settle  themselves  ox  he 
settled  by  the  dangerous  factions  now  at  war 
with  the  principles  we  all  have  been  taught 
to  love  and  obey.  AVe  need,  in  such  case, 
give  ourselves  little  uneasiness  about  these 
various  problems  ;  for  what  is  to  be  will  be. 

Not  on  such  foundation  of  principles  was 
our  democratic  government  built.  Upon 
no  such  belief  was  the  constitution  of  these 
United  States  established !  Implying  its 
belief  in  a  God,  the  ruler  of  mankind,  and 
in  tlie  natural  and  inalienable  rights  of  man, 
there  was  established  here  a  government, 
under  God,  by  the  people,  of  the  j^eople, 
for  the  people. 

Though  there  may  have  been,  as  in  the 
case  of  frail  individual  human   beings,   in 
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the  beginninor  orreat  and  j^rave  mistakes 
made,  as  to  extermination,  as  to  importa- 
tion and  as  to  multiplication,  under  God, 
there  must  yet  ultimately  come  out  the  grand 
climax  of  a  democratic  government,  a  really 
free  and  independent  people,  powerful  and 
safe,  by  their  own  regard  for  and  practice  of 
justice  and  right  to  each  and  every  compo- 
nent part,  to  all  the  heterogeneous  individu- 
alities which  combine  to  make  the  grand 
homogeneous  union,  for  the  mutual  benefit 
and  aggi*andizement,  and  the  common  salva- 
tion of  all  its  citizens. 

In  these  times  of  multitudes  of  national 
problems  and  unlimited  criticisms,  perhaps 
there  are  no  more  serious  questions  than 
some  concerning  the  American  negro.  And 
too,  none  seem  to  chafe  and  feel  the  sting  of 
criticism,  be  it  never  so  true,  more  than  most 
of  this  class  of  our  fellow-men. 

Yet,  for  the  good  of  us  all,  this  very  im- 
portant work  must  be  done  by  impartial, 
well-informed  and  just  observers  of  our 
times  and  their  signs.  Such  investigation 
is  fair  for  the  interests  of  all  citizens  of  this 
nation. 

Now,  who  are  the  people  of  these  United 
States?  To-day,  under  God,  are  they 
only  the  people  of  our  country,  who  came 
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here  for  liberty  and  freedom,  and  blotted 
out  the  Indians,  save  a  handful,  and  forced 
the  negro  here  for  their  own  personal  gain  ? 
AVhile  immigration  has  been  so  freely 
courted  from  so  many  countries,  and  while 
so  many  millions  of  so  many  classes  have 
flocked  here,  bringing  so  many  traits  and 
opinions  of  men,  it  seems  a  serious  ques- 
tion also, — Who  are  those,  a  numerous 
family,  who  long  have  been  with  us,  and 
still  are  among  us — the  class  called  Negroes  ? 
Why  are  not  these  many-colored,  multi- 
featured  people,  native-born  and  truly 
Americanized,  not  iVmericans,  and  nobody 
but,  Americans?  Truly,  they  have  no  other 
home,  and  they  have  proven  themselves  as 
loyal  and  as  patriotic  as  any  native-born 
citizens,  in  all  trying  afflictions  of  the  nation. 
Though  the  negro  be  a  native  of  the  soil, 
and  has  bled  and  sweated,  unrequited,  so 
many  years,  though  he  has  always  proved 
his  loyalty,  has  he  any  merits  to-day?  Has 
he  any  dangerous  traits  that  tell  against,  or 
is  he  contributing  any  good  to,  the  country  ? 
None  will  deny  his  perilous  condition 
through  years  of  bondage  !  and  few  are  so 
low-minded  as  to  deny  his  emancipation  to 
have  been  a  blessing  to  our  country.  There 
are    multitudes    of    colored    people,    called 
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"  leaders,"  who  boast  of  "  Our  wonderful  im- 
provement since  freedom  came." 

Let  us  fairly  examine  the  negro's  situation, 
in  the  country  at  large,  for  the  last  twenty- 
five  years.  Nobody  denies  the  great  change 
in  his  position  and  condition,  within  about 
that  time.  His  achievements  and  accom- 
plishments, claimed  by  himself  and  many 
friends,  have,  we  fear,  been  over-stated. 
And  now,  there  are  others  who  were  friends, 
rather  sympathizers  with  him  twenty-five 
years  ago,  as  well  as  many  thinking  negroes, 
who  fancy  they  have  room  and  evidence  for 
grave  apprehensions  for  his  fitness  for  citi- 
zenship, for  a  final  home  in  his  native  land. 
Are  these  fears  entertained  from  proper 
investio:ation  into  the  true  merits  of  this 
newly-enfranchised  race?  Undoubtedly, 
their  wealth,  as  a  whole,  has  been  foolishly 
and  falsely  stated  and  exaggerated,  I  think. 
I  believe,  also,  from  observation  and  some 
knowledge  of  facts  concerning  the  race's 
interests,  that  the  standards  of  fitness,  of 
manliness  and  probity,  the  disposition  and 
ability  for  acquisitiveness,  in  true  education, 
the  faculty  for  acquiring  scientific  knowledge 
and  practical  accomplishments,  that  demon- 
strate a  brain  in  man,  in  the  negro,  have 
been,  from  very  obvious  reasons,  hidden, 
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ill-appreciated  and  excluded,  by  numbers  of 
his  own  race,  and  by,  probably,  most  white 
people. 

When  the  negro  came  upon  the  ship-of- 
state,  the  country  was  in  a  fervid  condition. 
He  came  aboard  at  a  picnic  landing,  and  he 
has  learned  most  of  what  he  knows  about 
his  country,  for  the  last  twenty-five  years, 
from  those  frolickers  who  have  run  the  old 
ship,  very  often,  through  turbulent  waters. 
Coming  aboard  just  after  the  war  had  devas- 
tated one  section  of  country,  when  thousands 
of  the  people  were  in  mourning  for  the  loss 
of  friends  and  their  all,  others  more  suc- 
cessful came  into  possession  of  money, 
with  victory,  wealth, — which  they  were  be- 
fore unused  to, — and  they  rolled  in  comforts, 
and  even  extravagances,  that  debauched 
many,  and  mnde  the  masses  feel  an  air  of 
independence  before  unthought  of.  To  reap 
vast  profits  from  such  general  affluence, 
we  have  seen  men  in  their  haste,  invent  and 
use  the  many  unfair  contrivances  to  get 
wealth,  not,  too  often,  for  comfort  and 
laudable  purposes,  but  for  extravagant  show  ; 
for  rivalry,  for  vanity,  and  for  unlimited 
power.  In  business  too  frequently,  and  in 
politics,  we  have  seen  might  take  the  place 
of  right  J  and  now  Anarchy  is  clamoring  for 
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sway.  It  was  in  the  beginning  of  this 
flagrant,  unfair  dealing  and  unrighteous 
prosperity,  that  this  new  citizen  was  brought 
forward  to  commingle  with,  and  to  learn 
from,  such  corrupting  influences  as  we  all 
have  witnessed,  and  have  seen  too  much  of. 
Provision  has  been  freely  made  to  treat 
him,  not  as  a  man  and  a  citizen,  but  as  a  thing, 
to  be  educated  by  himself,  for  himself,  to  the 
country's  danger,  and  to  his  own  evil, — 
patronizing  and  begetting  a  vain,  ambitious, 
adventurous  spirit,  which  soon  collapses  into 
a  fatal  stupefaction.  An  endeavor  has  been 
made  to  prepare  him  for  a  world  to  come, 
to  the  neo'lect  of  fittinof  him  to  be  a  citizen 
of  his  native  home.  Thousands  of  our 
young  negroes  have  been  "called,"  by  them- 
selves and  friends,  to  preach  to  their  ignorant 
brethren,  and  they  have  usually  been  edu- 
cated in  negro  "colleges"  and  "universities," 
to  learn  how  to  save  negro  souls.  What  a 
mockery  of  the  Divine  institution  of  the 
Christian  religion  !  Enchanted  and  encour- 
aged by  the  seductive  patronage  so  many 
early  received,  their  numbers  have  become 
innumerable,  in  too  many  instances,  robbing 
the  farm,  the  workshop  and  the  general  in- 
dustrial fields  of  muscular  "haw-bucks," 
lean    and   slender  "dudes"    and   "sports," 
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who,  by  their  after  lives  among  their  fellow- 
men,  prove  that  they  deserted  fitting  occu- 
pations, to  feed  and  fatten  on  provisions  of 
the  credulous,  the  deluded  and  those  who 
care  not  for  the  real  welfare  of  the  negro. 
These  preachers,  too  often,  in  these  institu- 
tions before  cited,  are  taught  by  attenuated, 
superannuated,  and  feeble-spirited  teachers, 
in  these  arenas  where  they  are  huddled 
together  like  so  many  bovines,  pigmies, 
with  minds  naturally  clouded  and  stupid, 
where  they  have  no  eminence  to  ascend,  no 
superiors  to  rival,  or  to  emulate,  or  to  learn 
from — nothing  but  the  same  noxious  pabulum 
to  subsist  upon — the  same  atmosphere  of 
ignorance  to  be  inhaled  over  and  over  again, 
for  a  few  short  weeks,  when  they  are  turned 
out  upon  the  race  as  colored  Bachelors  of 
Art — colored  Doctors  of  Divinity  and  colored 
Masters  of  Arts  untold,  to  teach  a  colored 
Christianity  to  colored  people  only  !  In  their 
verdant  knowledge  of  mankind,  of  their  coun- 
try and  its  needs,  they  have  been  well  pleased 
with  their  calling  ;  and  they  have  thus  fattened 
on  the  contributions  of  many  benefactors 
real,  and  many  others,  I  believe,  have  been 
unwisely,  and  others  still,  wily  benevolent. 
Now,  it  is  by  fostering  an  evil,  which,  I 
think,  was  at  first  unwisely  and  unrighteously 
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established,  that  the  negro  church  as  such, 
for  reasons  very  numerous,  with  its  collater- 
al attacliments,  has  become  one  of  the  worst 
institutions,  to  engender  and  to  encourage 
ignorance — to  create  and  to  license  preju- 
dices, and  to  upbuild  and  license  a  vile  hy- 
pocrisy, in  our  country. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church,  however  for- 
midable and  dano;erous  its  Jesuitical  teach- 
ings  and  customs  and  its  practices  may 
seem  to  2is,  I  fear  is  far  distanced  by  the 
church  which  claims  to  be  truly  and  sin- 
cerely protestant  and  christian,  while  it 
winks  at,  and  beckons  caste,  yet  believes  it 
can  ascend  to  Heaven  by  a  second-hand 
ladder  without  rounds.  A  people,  or  the 
peoples  pretending  to  believe  in  a  God  of 
the  people,  fostering  such  ignorance,  wick- 
edness and  infidelity  :  have  they  not  lost  the 
Christian  faith?  Can  they  be  following  the 
God  of  humanity — the  God  who  is  no  re- 
specter of  persons — the  God  of  justice  and 
prosperity  and  progress — the  God  of  safety  ? 

A  church  calling  itself  Christian,  that  is 
not  wide  enough  for  all  the  representatives 
of  the  human  family  speaking  the  same 
tongue,  I  think,  cannot  be  of  Christ's 
authority — and  the  one  so  darkened  that  it 
will    create  a  light,  not   bright   enough  to 
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illumine  all  mankind — that  will  not  shine 
upon  the  Barbarian  and  the  Gentile — is  too 
cloudy  and  narrow  for  the  indwelling  of  the 
Cliristian  spirit.  I  believe  furtlier,  that  the 
fostering  of  such  principles  and  practices — 
the  patronizing  of  separate  institutions, 
scholastic,  religious  and  political,  the  hot- 
beds of  caste,  is  a  blot  upon  our  republican 
princi[)les,  a  stain  upon  our  free  institutions, 
and  blasphemy  against  Him  who  should 
guide  all  professors  and  believers  in  a  true 
Christianity. 

Such  procedure,  besides  being  disloyal, 
is  deoradino'  tlie  neoro,  and  is  another 
clannish  wedge,  entered,  to  rend  the  re- 
public. Not  the  least  of  evils,  it  creates  an 
estrangement  between  the  members  of  the 
human  family,  who  are  at  home  and  familiar 
on  terms  of  servant  and  master,  of  dog  and 
master,  which  spectacle  is  in  serious  contrast 
from  what  we  behold  in  the  Public  School 
system  in  New  England,  where  all  meet  on 
a  common  ground  on  week-day  to  study  and 
to  learn  the  principles  that  combine  to 
streno'then  our  American  oovernment — the 
Public  School !  where  all  are  compelled 
to  learn  and  to  give  allegiance  to  those 
principles  for  the  protection,  for  the  keep- 
ing of  our  republican  institutions. 
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Now  in  contrast  again,  to  behold  and 
witne8S  Colored  institutions,  the  Church, 
the  ^'  College"  and  the  "University,"  instead 
of  becoming  beautifully  less  in  number, 
multiplying,  in  this  day  of  Christian  enlight- 
enment, is  to  my  mind  an  omen  of  a  ridicu- 
lous mockery — an  indication  of  a  fanatical 
extreme,  more  barbaric  than  human  slavery, 
and  none  can  fore-tell  its  horrid  end.  Aside 
from,  yet  following  in  close  proximity  to 
this  base  mockery  of  Christianity,  is  the 
putting  of  the  negro  family,  in  particular, 
always  under  the  most  disadvantageous 
situations. 

By  being  almost  solely  under  the  tyran- 
nical sway  of  these  imprudent  and  infallible 
pastors,  all  our  young  people  are  kept  from 
proper  advancement  in,  and  the  knowledge 
of;  the  practical  participation  in,  the  lauda- 
ble occupations  and  vocations  of  men.  These 
young  folks  are  too  surely  led  astray  from 
their  instinctive  and  native  promptings,  to 
be  like  men.  They  are,  old  and  young, 
discouraged  from  patronizing  colored  busi- 
ness and  professional  men  ;  the  more  capable 
and  worthy,  the  more  emphatically  are  all 
among  us  who  are  really  so  capacitated  as 
to  give  prominence  to  the  race  and  to  prove 
the  negro  has  a  brain,  boycotted.     A  lawyer, 


20 


a  physician,  or  a  clergyman  with  a  diploma 
from  a  first-class  institution — for  instance, 
Harvard  or  Yale,  has  just  the  red  flag  that 
excites  the  envy,  the  jealousy  and  the  con- 
tempt of  these  lords  of  the  golden-slipper 
religion,  and  has  caused  them  to  repudiate, 
to  ignore,  to  condemn  and  still  to  doom  every 
young  man  among  us,  who  fits  himself  out- 
side their  domination.  As  our  truly  edu- 
cated men,  almost  to  a  man,  have  been  thus 
treated,  it  is  very  apparent  why  you  seldom 
hear  of  the  success  of  the  few  who  do  obtain 
proper  qualifications,  in  this  country  or 
abroad.  Truly  have  they  been  caused  to  pine 
in  abject  misery — to  move  about  among 
their  people,  clad  in  rags  and  discomforts, 
the  butt  and  scorn  of  their  brethren — the 
contempt  of  the  well-fed  richly-dressed  hal- 
lelujah-ministry, who  never  work,  mentallv 
or  otherwise,  for  a  dollar,  or  for  fare  ;  Still 
they  sneer  at  those  discomforted,  those  de- 
spised Nazarenes,  for  their  painful  frugality, 
till  you  can  now  count  a  line  of  them,  in  this 
and  that  city,  dead,  and  dying  ignominious 
deaths,  because  these  ministers  teach  their 
people, — "  Those  fellows  are  not  wanted." 
"Let  them  go  to  work."  "The  day  has 
not  yet  come  for  our  people  to  follow  pro- 
fessions."    "  They  can  seldom  succeed,  ex- 
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cept  in  the  ministry."  "  Send  them  South 
and  get  them  out  of  the  way."  "  Let  them 
learn  trades — anything  so  that  we  will  not 
be  compelled  to  employ  them."  "Let  them 
get  their  money  from  white  folks."  "  We 
must  give  all  our  patronage  to  young  white 
men  whose  parents  and  friends  have  money, 
and  influence — those  who  can  and  will  help 
the  church." 

It  is  a  serious  and  very  interesting  fact, 
to  all  lovers  of  progress,  to  know  that  so 
much  real  manliness — so  much  laudable 
aspiration,  which  has  been  crushed  by  these 
clerical  terrors  to  liberal  education  because 
they  could  not  evangelize  and  control  those 
black  men  who  think,  that  a  great  evil  to 
this  nation  has  been  done. 

From  many  years  of  practical  observation 
and  experience  among  my  people,  I  am 
able,  I  can  and  will  affirm  a  truth. 

I  believe  that  the  masses  of  colored 
people  do  not  desire  this  state  of  things. 
They,  as  a  whole,  are  a  liberty-loving  people, 
but  lack  proper  leading  men  and  puhlio 
teachers.  We  all  know  well,  lo  !  how  long, 
how  many  years  this  race  has  prayed  for 
liberty  and  freedom,  and  the  consequent 
good  effects  therefrom — how  they  expected 
these   good    boons    to   come  by  education, 
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through  the  cluirch  and  through  politics. 
Rusliiiig  upon  the  Ship  of  State,  when 
emancipation  came,  from  the  wharves  of 
miasma  and  malaria  ;  the  atmosphere  they 
had  been  forced  to  inhale  for  centuries — and 
being  so  suddenly  steered  into  a  more 
healthy  atmosphere,  they  certainly  imagined 
they  were  in  a  land  of  perpetual  spring, 
or  that  they  had  reached  the  millennium — 
or,  that  they  were  on  a  picnic  barge,  and 
that  liberty  meant  unqualified  equality — 
that  the  rioht  of  sufFra<re  meant  everlastino^ 
fitness,  for  all  oflficial  stations — and,  unpre- 
pared as  they  may  have  been,  their  simple 
manhood,  however  devoid  of  manliness, 
entitled  them  to  all  the  rights  of  complete 
citizenship.  A  strong  pair  of  lungs,  under 
little  or  no  brain,  that  could  emit  a  canting 
voice  that  split  up  into,  very  often,  inarticu- 
late sounds  called  preaching  and  chanting 
religion,  has  been,  very  generally,  en-' 
couraged  by  white  people,  and  by  colored 
people^  in  men  who,  with  barely  a  modicum 
of  common  sense — no  idea  of  morality, — 
and  of  real  education,  not  enough  to  read 
the  decalogue  understandingly.  They  have 
thus  been  teaching  their  people  to  serve  a 
God  of  terror  and  justice,  yet  eyeless  ;  for 
they  may  "get  religion,"  to  believe  in  once 
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in  life,  or  at  times  optional,  though  purity 
of  life  be  not  necessary  until,  in  an  eventful 
hour.  He  may  call  them,  however  far  they 
may  be  wandering  fi'om  the  paths  of  tem- 
perance, virtue  and  moderation,  they  miy 
throw  up  their  hands  and  show  the  "  white 
stone"  they  received  forty  years  ago,  when 
the  Almighty  will,  on  wings  of  his  love, 
carry  them  to  mansions  above. 

In  politics,  fully  as  extravagant  have  been 
the  notions,  ideas  and  practices  of  leading 
negroes.  Qualification  seems  to  never  have 
been  regarded  or  respected  by  the  black 
politician. 

Starting  from  the  platform  of  non-prepa- 
ration, they  have,  usually,  stampeded  and 
run  over  intelligence,  intellectuality  and 
fitness  ;  the  "  get  there "  idea  summoning 
them,  with  the  most  enthusiastic  speed,  to 
leave  the  most  ill-appropriate  schools  for 
training  men  for  statesmanship. 

Thus  it  is,  as  we  all  see  and  feel  too 
keenly,  that  the  masses  of  colored  people, 
in  religion  and  in  politics,  have  been  always 
deluded  and  entirely  cheated — improperly 
represented,  and  artfully  and  systematically 
defrauded. 

Ignorance  and  bad  judgment,  in  religion 
and  in  politics,  have  led  the  race  down  in- 
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stead  of  up.  Illlteracj,  dishonesty  and  sub- 
jective servility,  have  had  the  vautage- 
ground — and  these  very  qualities  have  been 
no  barriers  to  keep  him  from  positions 
of  trust,  dignity,  distinction  and  honor, 
positions  too  often  disgraced ;  these  very 
unfitting  qualities  being  the  very  pre-re- 
quisites  his  enemies  have  received  him  upon, 
that  they  might  "  use  "  him  for  the  blighting 
of  the  hopes  and  aspirations  of  those  able 
and  efficient  ones,  who  have  been  ignored, 
branded,  "side-tracked"  and  crushed,  and, 
living  or  dead,  too  few  of  them  to-day  have 
been,  or  are,  known  by  Americans  wdio 
have  expected  and  demanded  much  from 
this  lately  enfranchised  race.  A  great 
number  of  the  horde  of  wily  politicians, 
many  of  the  older  ones  in  particular,  came 
into  notoriety  by  harboring  a  few  hounded 
and  foot-sore  fugitives  from  southern  thral- 
dom and  brutal  taskmasters,  when,  for  a 
days  shelter  and  the  simple  service  of  point- 
ing them  to  the  North  Star,  these  "  liberty- 
loving  "  patrons  have  taken  the  last  dollar 
from  their  fleeing  brethren,  when  the  U.  G. 
R.  R.  Vigilance  Committee  had  amply  paid 
these  "  patrons  of  liberty "  for  board  and 
lodging  for  such  fugitives. 

Again,  be  it  recorded,  that  some  of  these 
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same  guardians  of  our  race-welfare  did  look 
well  after  our  soldiers,  who  displayed  such 
a  miraculous  and  valorous  patriotism  in 
volunteering  to  fight  for  a  country,  they 
are  quite  often,  at  this  late  date,  told  to  call 
not  their  home.  While  hurrahing  for 
victory,  these  homeguard  vigilantes  sold 
hundreds  of  men  into  the  army  to  become 
targets  and  to  die,  for  too  many  cowards 
who  staid  at  home  to  steal  and  lie.  When 
the  cruel  war  was  over,  these  same  fidu- 
ciaries of  ours  leaped  upon  the  platform, 
w^ith  tears  in  their  eyes,  as  signs  of  mourn- 
ing for  slain  brethren,  and  they  claimed 
"  positions  "  as  rewards  for  their  "  love  "  and 
"usefulness"  in  rendering  these  invaluable 
services  to  their  race  and  the  nation.  Only 
such  as  they  recommended,  even  soldiers, 
were  noticed,  became  known  or  were  re- 
garded as  of  importance,  or  entitled  to 
political  dignity  or  official  station.  It  is 
amusingly,  yet  seriouslv  noticeable,  when 
reviewing  the  volumes  of  negro  resolutions 
in  "  Conventions,"  "  Mass-meetings  "  and 
"  Parlor  Caucuses  " — those  of  the  northern 
negro,  particularly  those  savants  and  wise- 
acres of  "  We  the  colored  people  of  Massachu- 
setts," many  of  whose  long  heads  even  learned 
Congressmen  have  been,  "very  often  most 
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happy  to  consult,"  that  they  have  dissemi- 
nated an  abundance  of  such  literature.  It 
may  be  well  also,  to  not  forget  their  "pro- 
phetic advice  to  their  southern  brethren,  who 
sometimes  yet  suffer  indignities  and  brutal 
demonstrations  of  terrorism,  while  these 
lovers  of  race  and  country  hide  behind 
Bunker  Hill  and  gnash  their  teeth,— shake 
their  fists  and  bellow  loud  denunciatory 
threats  at  southern  brutes,  who  are  not  out- 
rivalled  in  meanness,  except  by  these  our 
vigilantes,  when  they  tell  their  helpless, 
homeless  brethren  to  "fight,"  and  because 
discretion  controls  or  restrains  them,  they 
call  them  "moral  cowards,"  while  these 
hypocritical  "  friends "  themselves  trample 
upon,  oppress,  depress  and  compress — 
suppress,  ignore  and  vilify — suffocate  and 
crush,  by  their  direfully  inhuman  opposition 
and  treatment — by  their  jealousy  and  their 
envy — by  their  demoniacal  prejudices — all 
our  best  young  men. 

Now,  let  us  be  fair  on  all  sides.  While 
we  are  citing  the  facts  of  very  many  of  our 
most  prominent  clerical  and  political  "  lead- 
ers," we  justly  recognize  the  serious^  earnest, 
liberal^  loyal,  useful,  good  and  ti^ue  men 
in  our  race,  laboring  in  all  positions. 
Yet  we  cannot  point  out   too  plainly  these 
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two  classes  who  have  and  are  doing  us  our 
greatest  injury.  We  must  notice  well  their 
combined  and  too  successful  endeavors  at 
stunting  the  race,  when  they  go  hand  in  hand 
to  beg  "  wliite  folks "  to  establish  and  to 
support  the  separate  or  caste  institutions 
referred  to  ;  and  we  must  liear  their  united 
song, — "  The  day  has  not  yet  come  for  our 
folks  to  learn  professions."  "  Colored  people 
are  not  bound  to  employ  colored  pro- 
fessionals." "We  have,  already,,  too 
many  learned  niggers  ahead  of  us."  "  When 
white  folks  take  them  up  and  patronize 
them,  then  we  will  give  them  notice 
and  our  sanction."  "Let  them  denounce 
white  people  who  do  not  swallow  the 
negro  whole,  and  compel  them  to  give 
us  offices."  "  Let  tliem  enter  politics,  and 
speak  for  their  people,  and  compel  white 
people  to  employ  our  children,  and  to  set 
them  up  in  high  places."  "  We,  as  a  people, 
are  too  poor  to  support  our  educated  and 
professional  men — our  aspiring  and  qualihed 
children."  Tliese  "patrons  of  progress" 
seem  to  have  forgotten  the  very  instructive 
saying — "  He  that  provideth  not  for  his 
own  household  is  worse  than  an  infidel." 
In  all  fairness,  I  ask  these  two  classes  of 
^'  leaders  "  to  show  their  own  works  for  race- 
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elevation  !  Where  is  the  institution  or  the 
business  venture  in  the  whole  country,  of 
their  establishing  or  supporting?  Where 
are  there  a  dozen  colored  boys  and  girls, 
employed  and  supported  in  such  business, 
by  the  class  of  men  I  speak  of?  Do  they 
usually  employ  able,  capable  colored  persons  ? 
Are  our  people  so  very  poor  that  they  are  not 
able  to  pay  the  same  money  they  do  'pay 
to  indifferent  white  men,  to  their  own 
qualified  men  ?  Do  they  support  our  me- 
chanics any  better  than  they  do  professionals  ? 
Do  the  house-furnishings — the  dress  and  the 
pleasure-seeking  our  people  enjoy, — indicate 
poverty  or  base  extravagance  ? 

Where  is  the  colored  man,  so  educated, 
so  learned  and  so  wise,  who  is  able  to  fore- 
tell the  career  of,  and  is  able  to  advise  the 
colored  boy  of  ten  years,  as  to  his  probable 
rank  and  qualities  in  fifteen  years  from  date, 
if  he  has  equal  opportunities  with  a  white 
boy  of  the  same  age? 

Show  me  the  negro  savant,  who,  born  in 
the  nineteenth  century,  can  prove  that  the 
most  humble  negro  boy  of  to-day,  may  not, 
can  not,  shall  not  also,  as  only  a  few  white 
boys  in  any  age  among  white  men  have 
done, — become  superlatively  distinguished 
and   renowned    by  true   merit?     Can   such 
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wiseacres  tell  how  it  is  that  so  many  women 
can  make  their  hard  earnings  tell  better  and 
of  more  profit  for  race-elevation,  than  so 
many  men  do?  In  short  and  finally,  will 
not  all  my  people  agree  with  me  that  the 
days  of  the  Rev.  B.  A.  Doing-good,  D.D., 
A.P.E.,  Professor  of  Infallible,  Hallelujah, 
true-colored-saving-religion,  with  his  com- 
peer the  Hon.  Ego-Venerator-Self-Lauder 
Seize — 'r — Opportunity — For — Self-Promi- 
nence, are  numbered? 

Is  it  not  time  for  them  to  disband  their 
army  of  collaborators,  and  associates, 
^'called,"  chosen  and  duly  elected  to  go 
before  "white  folks,"  in  ones,  twos  and  by 
scores,  and  en  masse — all  laden  with  volum- 
inous reports  of  the  "  prosperity  of  our 
people," — "  their  very  great  need  of  millions 
of  learned  preachers,  lawyers  and  physicians, 
particularly  in  the  South?"  Can  we  not, 
now,  cease  very  well,  to  hear  these  songs 
unfolded  in  such  studied  simplicity,  beneath 
eyes  as  meek,  as  seductive  and  as  deluding 
as  wizzards  ;  with  tongues,  oftentimes,  arti- 
ficially oiled,  which  spread  out  these  reports 
to  the  gullible  with  wonderful  native  elo- 
quence and  soul-stirring  volubility  ?  With 
the  most  profound  reverence  and  superabun- 
dant  respect,   we    ask    the    most    able  and 
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popular  political  negro  growlers  and  com- 
plainers  for  negro  rights,  when  and  how 
they  expect  the  negro  to  become  truly  ele- 
vated by  such  oppression?  Does  not  such 
"recognition"  of  their  children,  capable  and 
qualified,  as  certified  by  the  best  colleges  in 
our  country — spurn  true  educatiou  and 
elevation?  Have  they  not  already  heaped 
mountains  of  prejudices  upon  our  children, 
which  will  exist  for  decades,  as  monu- 
ments  to  the  prejudices  and  inferiority  of 
such  "leaders;"  these  negro  vandals, 
calling  themselves  "progressive"  American 
citizens? 

How  is  the  negro  family  to  rise  to  man- 
hood and  manliness  through  the  barber's 
'^^  profession,"  and  the  janitor's  and  messen- 
ger's "  callings,"  any  more  than  the  white 
man  has  ?  Is  it  not  more  feasible  for  the 
"wise"  race-lovino'  neoro  to  form  race- 
respecting  "  leagues  "  to  protect  tlie  picka- 
ninnies from  these  blizzards  of  race-destruc- 
tion, which  are  more  deadly  than  tlie  com- 
bined evils  of  southern  tyrants?  Are  these, 
with  other  proper  suggestive  questions,  not 
vital  ones  for  the  negro  now  to  consider? 
Will  not  such  studies,  earnestly  pursued, 
put  him  on  the  road  to  2^^'oduce  some  good 
i'ov  this  country  of  the  people  ? 


31 


Let  us  all,  black  and  white,  investigate — 
learn  the  facts  of  the  case  and  demand  such 
reform  for  the  good  of  all  the  people. 
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